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liam Zoyland. Somehow it rather tickled his fancy to be able to
say, "My guide at Wookey, related, so everyone maintains, to
the Marquis of P."
Meanwhile Nell, seeing him so engaged, had managed to pull
Sam out of the open door into the river-scented garden.
"Don't you mind, little Sam," she was saying, "don't you mind
the way things are!"
It was fortunate for some of the persons in that small group
that the sudden passing of an airplane over Whitelake Cottage
completely absorbed the general attention. It was tacitly assumed
4that it was to watch this illuminated air-equipage that Sam and
his hostess had wandered off in the darkness; and soon they were
all staring up at it beside the obscure, melancholy shapes of
empty chairs, dim tables and shadowy tea-cups upon the chilly
lawn.
"Barter! It's the man from Wells!" cried Philip, with nervous,
intense interest. "Or it's a plane exactly like his. We ought to have
stayed in tonight."
Tom Barter moved in the darkness close to the side of his
employer. "All planes look the same, Phil, at night," he said in
a low, emphatic tone. He spoke so quietly that no one but Nell,
who chanced to be nearest to Mr. Philip, caught these words and
this tone.
"He doesn't want Mr. Crow to> give away something," the girl
thought. "I'll tell William about his hushing him up so. I
shouldn't wonder if they aren't buying an airplane."
When the plane had vanished, Philip and Tom Barter moved
off towards their car, Zoyland striding alongside of them and ths
rest following. They soon formed a loquacious group around the
car, uttering those spontaneous and lively genialities which among
human beings imply instinctive relief at being able to get rid
of one another. It was at this moment that Mat Dekker said, "I
sometimes have thought of a queer thing, my friends."
Sam, who had been in a sullen daze since the episode of the
river bank, pricked up his ears at his father's tone. It was very
rare for Mr, Dekker to adopt this sermonising manner. Never
was a priest less pontifical than he.